
Talk for Writing
Year 1

Please leave one space empty for your child to sit next to you.



A style of teaching that allows for all children to 

access and remember a text.

TFW uses simple drawings to create  a way of 

remembering a given piece of writing.

Children then ‘step it out’ and use gesture and 

actions to build their memory for the text. 

What is it?



Talk for Writing enables all children to imitate the 

language they need for a particular unit of writing or 

topic. 

Exposure to the relevant language allows children to 

internalise and analyse, before writing their own 

version.

Why?



Fiction and Non-fiction texts

At Aylward, we use TFW to support fiction and non-

fiction writing. E.g. retelling a narrative/instruction writing. 

When?



Fiction – E.g. NarrativePoetry

Non-fiction – E.g. Instructions



Text Mapping
Can you guess the story?



The Gingerbread 
Man



The Three Billy 
Goats Gruff



Goldilocks and 
the Three Bears



Jack and 
the 

Beanstalk



TFW in 
Action!

This video has been 

removed due to GDPR.



Benefits

• Children are able to remember longer texts

• Supports spoken and written retelling of a narrative

• Improves focus and observation skills

• Develops oracy skills and building up vocabulary

• Builds confidence of all abilities 



So far in Year 1…



How else can TFW 
look?



In 
KS2…



Let’s make a story 
map!

The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar















Over to you!

Use the structure below:

1. Draw it out 2. Actions

3. Rehearse it 4. Retell the narrative















What can parents do?
• Ensure that your child is reading at home 

regularly.

• Encourage children not to ignore vocabulary 

they do not understand but to research the 

meaning.

• Take part in story map practice at home.

• Ask them about their learning process – What 

did you do in English today? Have you done a 

story map recently? What is your key 

vocabulary? 



Are there any questions?

Thank you!
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