
Reading
Workshop

21/4/2026



Today’s workshop will 
include information about:

- How to encourage children to love reading and read for pleasure

-Choosing books

- How reading skills progress from Reception to Year 6

-How to help your child with reading at home



Why is reading at home 
important?

There is a difference in 

reading performance 

equivalent to just over 

a year’s schooling 

between young people 

who never read for 

enjoyment and those 

who read for up to 30 

minutes per day. 
(Organisation for Economic Co-

operation and Development 

(OECD))

Families who enjoy reading 

together have more 

opportunities for discussion, 

developing empathy and 

attachment (Literacy Trust).

Reading for pleasure has a 

significant impact on a child's 

academic performance. It is 

four times more powerful in 

influencing progress in 

vocabulary, mathematics, 

and spelling at age 16 than 

parental education or 

socioeconomic status (Book 

Trust)

Reading for pleasure early in childhood 

linked to better cognitive performance 

and mental wellbeing in adolescence 

(Cambridge University)



Children who read for 
pleasure regularly:

• Develop empathy

• Improve wellbeing

• Gain confidence

• Grow their imagination

• Expand their horizons

• Attain higher academically across the 

curriculum

• Have better outcomes in later life



Tips for Encouraging 
Reading for Pleasure
▪ Get caught reading! Model being a reader. 

▪ Provide a range of text types and authors – make use of 

the local library as well as the school library. Read 

newspapers, recipes, non-fiction texts and poems as well 

as stories.

▪ Talk about books together. Discuss what you’ve enjoyed 

most about the story and encourage children to do the 

same. 

▪ Make reading together a special time – reduce 

distractions, sit together.

Children are 40% 

more likely to 

enjoy reading if 

their parents or 

carers do. This 

shared enjoyment 

fosters a positive 

reading culture 

within the family 

(Book Trust)



Tips for Encouraging 
Reading for Pleasure
• Try not to do the reading when you are both tired! 

• ‘Walk’ through the book first and discuss the pictures and 

the important words. 

• Always remember to keep reading aloud to your child 

even when they can read independently. 

• Be positive. Praise your child for trying hard at their 

reading. Let them know it is alright to make mistakes.

• Create a reading routine – set aside a time each day.

Children are 40% 

more likely to 

enjoy reading if 

their parents or 

carers do. This 

shared enjoyment 

fosters a positive 

reading culture 

within the family 

(Book Trust)



Choosing the 
Right Books



Choosing Books
At school, children are given a colour 
banded (levelled) book to read at 
home.

In EYFS and KS1, this is based on their 
Phonics group. The book will only 
contain words with sounds your child 
has been taught. 

As they move up in Phonics, they will 
be given a different colour book.



Choosing Books
At school, children are given a colour 
banded (levelled) book to read at 
home.

In KS2, children who have moved on 
from phonics take a different type of 
colour banded book home. These are 
also levelled.

The level of book is based on the 
complexity of the text, as well as how 
difficult the words are.



Choosing Books
Practising reading these levelled 
books daily will help your child to 
make good progress. Your child 
should read the levelled book to you.

It is important to also share non-levelled 
books together, to broaden their 
experiences and promote a love of 
reading. Children bring a library book 
home each week for this purpose. These 
books can be read together, with you 
reading aloud to your child.



Choosing Books

• Browse books together e.g. at the library, or choose 

between two books at home

• Talk about the front cover

• Read the blurb 

• Choose a book your child shows excitement about



Choosing Books

Book Match – The Reader 

Teacher

Great for finding new authors 

that are similar to those your 

child enjoys.

This site also has 

recommended book lists for 

each year group.



Choosing Books

Finding books that link to your child’s interests will help to encourage 

Reading for Pleasure:



Reading Together

When your child is reading aloud to you, think about:

-Are they reading all the words carefully, or skipping over/missing some out? 

Encourage them to re-read the sentence, pointing to each word.

-Are they reading the words accurately? Encourage them to ‘sound it out’ if 

they are stuck, model this to them.

-Are they reading fluently? This means, are they reading speedily enough to 

understand what they are reading. Re-reading the same book will help build 

fluency.



Comprehension 
Skills



Comprehension

• Being able to read does not mean you 

understand what you read.

• Your child might sound like a good reader but 

may not necessarily understand what the text 

means.

• The best way to develop understanding is to 

talk about texts. 



• Focus on looking at the pictures, encouraging your child to talk in 

full sentences to describe what they can see. 

• Once your child is familiar with the pictures, let them tell you a story 

using the pictures as prompts. The story does not have to link to the 

words, but as long as it makes sense, encourage them to use their 

imagination. 

• As your child begins to learn to read words, be sure to ask lots of 

questions to check their understanding of the text. 

• If your child does not understand what they are reading, spend some 

time talking about the pictures in the books and re-reading the pages 

you have just read. 





• At the beginning of Y1, children should be able to read simple 

sentences independently. By the end of Year 2, they should be 

reading short chapter books.

• Comprehension skills can be developed by discussing the story 

before and after you read it.

• Ask simple who, what, where, when questions to check children’s 

understanding.

• Build into ‘why’ and ‘how’ questions

Focus on comprehension skills:

-Prediction – what will happen next? Why do you think that?

-Inference – how is this character feeling? How do you know?

-Clarifying – can you explain what just happened?

KS1 – Year 1 and 2



Year 1
Year 2



• Children should be reading chapter books, which get longer and 

more complex as they progress.

• Children should read a range of genres, including non-fiction and 

poetry.

• Focus on a wider range of comprehension skills e.g.

- Inference – why characters do things, how people are feeling, what 

their motivations are e.g. why did this character choose to lie here?

- Evaluating – focusing on the effect of vocabulary and author 

choices – how has the author made this part exciting?

- Summarising – can they recap the last chapter in a sentence or 

two?

- Making connections – how does this story relate to other books? 

Your own experiences?

KS2 – Years 3-6



Examples for Years 

3+4 and 5+6 are in 

your pack.



Inference & Prediction

Full progression of skills is on our website -



Full progression of skills is on our website -



Let’s try it!

What questions 

could you ask to 

check your child’s 

understanding?

Who are the characters?

Why did Lion laugh? 

What might happen next?

How do you think Mouse is feeling?(Year 1 level text)



What questions 

could you ask to 

check your child’s 

understanding?

What might have created this large circle?

What might Harriet do next?

Can you work out what ‘lolloped’ means?(Year 4 level text)



Have a go!

Choose a book from the selection on your table.

Have a read of the first pages and think of some questions 

you could ask to check your child’s understanding.

Use the question lists in your pack as a guide.
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