WELCOME
TO
AYLWARD

Curriculum meeting

92.00-9.10 Welcome and chat

(please mingle!)

| ) Nursery Year
9.10 - 9.35 Curriculum meeting
9.35 - 9.45 Ask the teacher 2026-2027
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Curriculum meeting aims:

* Opportunity to meet other families;

* Overview of EYFS;

* Insight into our ambitious curriculum;

* Supporting your child’s learning journey; and

* Key info, including daily routines, home learning and reporting absences
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Our Nursery team

N

\
1\\ s M

Mrs Moorhouse Mrs Malone Miss Amrit Mrs loannou
Assistant Head Early Years Leader Nursery Teacher Nursery Nurse Nursery Assistant
Teacher — Early Reception Teacher
Years and Key
Stage 1
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At Aylward, we provide a nurturing and inclusive
environment where every child is inspired and
motivated to explore, enjoy and achieve a good
level of development. We are committed to building
a wide range of skills that create a strong
foundation in readiness for Year 1 and future
success in school and life.
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The Early Years Foundation Stage

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is the curriculum framework for children from
birth to age 5. It sets the standards for learning, development, and care to ensure every
child gets the best possible start in life.

It’s designed to be:
*Play-based
*Child-centred

*Focused on developing the whole child — emotionally, socially, physically, and
academically
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The EYFS

Every learning experience, both indoors and out, has links
to the different areas of the EYFS curriculum.
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Communication and Language - role play, speaking, listening and turn-taking conversations ‘5‘
Personal, Social and Emotional Development - understanding and managing emotions,
circle times, group play, exploring friendships

Physical development - fine and gross motor skills, core strength and co-ordination
Mathematics — shape, space, sorting, reasoning, counting, recognising numbers and patterns
Literacy - developing language, pleasure for reading, mark making, songs, rhymes and
phonics.

Understanding the World - building on experiences with links to science, geography and
history

Expressive Arts and Design - imagination, creativity, designing, media and materials.

AYLWARD



Aylward Values
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The Characteristics of Effective Learning

Ever thought about HOW your child learns? We do! We are careful to observe and plan
around children’s engagement, motivation, creativity and critical thinking, building on
their skills to:

Problem solve
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The Characteristics of Effectlve Learning

Develop their own ideas Recoghnise their Make links in learning and
achievements achievements
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Planning for Learning

It is essential we understand children’s starting points so we can best plan activities to support,
stretch and challenge children’s individual learning and development. We want to inspire
children’s love for learning and ensure they enjoy and achieve throughout their school journey.

When planning in Nursery, we:
* use an EYFS Skills and Progression map;
* think carefully about the skills we want children to master;

* provide an interest led approach: supporting children’s interests, strengths and areas of
weakness; and

encourage parental partnership links.
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Topics

During the Nursery year, children will explore a range of exciting topics designed to spark
curiosity and develop skills across all areas of learning.

In the Autumn term this starts with:

Each half term, you will find key
information about the learning topics, in
our Knowledge Organisers, available on

our school website.

o O
-

Autumn

colours
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Learning Outdoors:

Children require an equal balance of learning both indoors and
outdoors. The activities outside are just as important as those

inside and we promote this through a free flow routine. All children |

will:
* go out whatever the weather;

* plant, grow and harvest;

* engage with larger, messier and more physical activities —
please remember this when choosing your child’s winter coat;

* participate in risky play; and

* come home messy; it means they are playing and learning.

It’s a good thing!

Aylward Primary School
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Risk Taking

Robust health and safety checks and risks assessments are in
place at Aylward, and monitored routinely, to ensure every child is
safe. Children will be:

e Supported to take risks within a safe and secure environment.

H“ 1 g 5
* Offered challenge and learn how to be safe/be aware of others. \ F [ 1 ﬂ 7" ’)
This includes using the Trim Trail and outdoor resources safely. 8

* Learningto handle child-appropriate knives, graters, scissors
and nails when taking part in different activities like
construction, DT and cooking.
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Improve physical . .
- Find similarities and
Show improved health and increase

: differences, observe
attention motor abilities .
and classify

Be energetic, /

adventurous / Make marks,
and assess — Whlp lay O UtSi d e? use large
risk ) scale media,
/ be messy, be

/ creative
/
/
/
/
/
Socialise and interact in new Opportunities to plan,
and different ways with their build, evaluate and
peers and adults sometimes demolish
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Phonics

At Aylward we teach children to read through a phonics programme called Read Write Inc. This phonics
programme is:

e Systematic and lively!
* Adaily routine in school, lasting up to 15 minutes.

* Effective in enabling all children to become confident and fluent readers through the teaching of letter
sounds, not letter names.

In Nursery we learn to:
* Look at pictures and associate them with sounds (Autumn)
e Orally blending - c/a/t = cat

* Hear, say and identify 1-2 new sounds a week (Spring)
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Developing a Love of Reading

* Daily story sessions, using story props, puppets and
books with repeated phrases, interesting pictures and
exciting plots.

* Library books - books to be shared and enjoyed as a
family. You can read these to them. Changed once a week,
during our class library session.

* Read at home, as much as possible! Make it part of a daily routine, such as after dinner or
before bed.

* Anybooks lost or damaged will need to be paid for via your Arbor account.
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Core texts

The Colour Monster Goodbye Autumn, Hello Winter Commotion in the ocean Goldilocks and the The Three Little Plgs Mad about mini- O ur N urse ry C ore TeXtS h ave

Three Bears beasts

-4 The ony ﬁcqewé AIUIUM\ (, Odlocks * “r; 95; e been carefully mapped out
[ s W HELLO W I 0 } s . o
,,02 s *v with llh!(S to | .
N the topics, children's interests
Let's celebrate — special days ' ) .
i ‘““u" around the world Brown b"ej—r."Brc:f? Bear Little Red Hen and Cu rrlculum.
Ln § \,Aue Req ¢

These texts are important
because they help Nursery
w children develop their reading,
7 ” i f::;?“w _— language, imagination and
L /u# L.;g?s 3 R understanding of the world.

Dear zoo —wild animals

Dear Zoo

We're going on a Bear Handa's hen
Hunt
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Birthday Books

Around the time of your child’s birthday, you might wish to purchase a
new book for the school library from our Birthday Books List. As we are a
healthy eating school, we do not allow party bags with sweets, cakes or
treats so this is a great alternative!

Entirely optional, it is a lovely way for children to celebrate their birthday
and will be a gift that will be shared and treasured in our library for many
years.

Books will be:

e Handed in to the class teacher and shared with the school office

* |nscribed with the name of the child

e Mentioned in the school’s newsletter!
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Toothbrushing

Children in Nursery and Reception will take part in a national programme
called the 'Supervised Toothbrushing Programme’ soon.

The children will:

* Have their own toothbrush, stored in a special holder. These holders are
colour coded and numbered so that we know where the brushes belong and
they can't get mixed up.

* Be supervised by an adult to ensure they are brushing their teeth properly.

* Need your consent to take part.

Consent forms will go today. Please return these by next Wednesday.
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Daily Routines

Please ensure you are on time
and encourage your child to
join in with greetings by saying
hello/good morning/ good
afternoon.

There are 3 focussed sessions
during the school day - The topic
this half term is ‘Colours and
Autumn’.

If your child is full time (Starbeam)
and has a packed lunch, this should
include healthy snacks such as
fruit, yoghurts and cheese.

Aylward Primary School

The children are expected to come
into the classroom on their own and
to engage with their first activity.
We learn through play!

Learning is a fun, engaging and
joyful experience. We have lots of
singing, rhyming, story time and
music sessions to enhance
language and communication skills.

Please note, we will not send
children out to parents who are on
their mobile phones.

Children will participate in various
carpet sessions where we sit
together and develop listening and
attention skills.

Fruit and milk is provided, free of
charge. The children eat their fruit
whilst listening to a story.

Please return ‘Photo contact
sheets’. Children will not
be released unless a password has
been set and/or the person
collecting is named on the contact
sheet.
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Home Learning

Home learning activities will be launched soon and shared on a Thursday. These aim to boost
your child's motivation and confidence for learning whilst encouraging them to apply taught
skills. The activities will:

be linked to what we are doing in class

help to consolidate learning and recall of different facts

enable children to remember new skills and concepts they have learned

. vary each week!

Your child's home learning book is a celebration of their achievements. Please take good care
of it and ensure it is returned on a Tuesday morning.

Children should be encouraged to return their home learning books independently by placing
them into the box or basket.
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Parental Partnership

We encourage links between home and school and want
to ensure you, as parents and carers, are involved in your
child’s learning journey. Keep an eye out for:

. Notices outside classrooms

. The school's fortnightly newsletter - uploaded on the
school website

Be aware of:

* Privacy before and after school - if other parents' are
talking to an adult at the door

* Liaising via the school office — emails will be passed on
to us
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Ensure morning drop-offs
and conversations about
school are positive!

Talk about their day and your
own day! Celebrate each

others' achievements

!{.I'
/
/
/
/
£
Make time to
enjoy books —— H oW Can I h&lp at
together and
read aloud ps N
every day home C Physical activities to
develop muscles
// \ and support
llbei
// \ wellbeing

Identify, acknoﬁledge and
talk about feelings and
emotions - regulate together

Get familiar with NumBots,
once it is launched. Further
details will follow soon
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Supporting Learning at Home

Some recommended books and activities to promote learning at home through easy
set-up, fun and engaging activities. Simply search or follow on socials: Five Minute
Mum or My Mummy Teacher.

ities

Activities & Ideas
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Check their book bag every day!
Empty it, celebrate their
achievements and ensure itis
returned. Hand us information
rather than putting it in the book
bag!

Bring a raincoat and don’t
overdress your child. Our
classrooms are warm and cosy
—even in the winter!

/

Provide a spare change
/ of clothes, including;
Label every item / /f’ underwear, socks, black
; . ’ trousers/leggings and a
including water lain toshirt
rottesand ———  How can | help at Plain t-shirt
wellington boots. ,
/
/
/

/ school?
Contribute £10, via Arbor, to our I|
cooking/malleable fund so we can

, |I Ensure they wear their PE
f . .
continue cooking and providing f || kit on :T r'g:: day: togs
sensory play opportunities, such as ;.fi || must be white, roun
playdough, cornflour, pasta and fI I
rice.

necked shirts, black
shorts and black
plimsolls/trainers.

|
/

Encourage your
child to speak in full
sentences when
responding to you.

Leave toys at
home!

Aylward Primary School
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Arbor

Arbor is an online portal where you will receive school notifications, such as:

* Newsletters;

* Information/payment details about school trips;
* School club updates and sign-up options;

* Payments for lost and damaged items; and

* Be able to select your child’s hot lunches.

Aylward Primary School “" Inspire ® Enjoy ® Achieve

AYLWARD




Punctuality

Our Nursery timings:

Starlight (Morning): 8.40-11.40am; pickup is via the school back gate only(Dalkeith Grove)
Starbeam (Full Day): 8.40am-2.40pm (or 3.25pm for those paying £7 per day)
Moonbeam (Afternoon):12.25-3.25pm; drop off is via the school back gate only (Dalkeith Grove)

Please be on time and wait outside the EYFS gate until a member of staff opens up.

The classroom door will close at 8.45am for the morning session and 12.30pm for the afternoon
session.

Children are expected to walk in independently.
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Attendance

Good attendance is essential for children to settle and thrive

in school.
If your child is going to be absent, please contact the school

office as soon as possible.

Follow our 48-hour policy after any sickness or diarrhoea to
help prevent the spread of illness.

Regular communication with the school helps us ensure your
child’s wellbeing and supports a smooth return to learning.
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UK Health
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Key Messages

* We are excited to support your child’s learning and development.
* You are your child’s first and most enduring teacher - they need your time and attention.

* We need your support and involvement — please let us know how your child is developing at home and

share updates via email.
* Always talk to us if you have any concerns or questions.
* Please let us know about any changes at home.

* You can contact Mrs Malone by emailing the school office; your correspondence will be sent

directly to her.
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Playdough is a great tool to strengthen your child's muscles in their
hands and fingers! As they roll, squeeze, press and stretch the dough,
their fine motor skills are working hard. This in turn, supports early
writing skills and pencil control.

G OOdy bags Playdough ideas

Follow these links to some fun and interactive playdough songs!

Let's say your child has just snatched a toy from another child and is shouting — here's an
example of how you can co-regulate their emotions in that moment

Take a deep breath yourself to help you remain calm! Approach them calmly when
you're ready.

Say what you see and try to give the emotion a label, e.g. 'l can hear you shouting
and saw you taking that toy. You seem angry.

"I like to playdough’ dough dance

Or encourage these skills:

Support your child with a calming technigue. This might be:

oo v

rolling and counting balls ' .
When they seem calmer, try to talk about the next steps — in this case, talk with twisting and stretching d b C

them about how you can resolve the problem of the snatched toy. In other cases,
you might be able to help them move on to a different activity. Give them an
option — reading a book or drawing pictures together can be nice and may help
your child further process their emotions.

cutting with cutlery

creating letters and numbers
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About Us Key Information | News and Events | Parents ‘ Pupils

IMPORTANT

MESSAGES CALENDAR

Use the school website for more information:

www.aylwardschool.org.uk
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Aylward Primary School
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